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INTRODUCTION ‘

The documentation of the seismicity of Iran has now
reached the stage which allows the publication of some preli-
minary results on the distribution of earthquakes in Iran for
this century,

This is the third issue of a bulletin to be published by
the Plan & Budget Organization at irregular intervals which
hopefully and in a short period of time, will cover the documen-
tation of all seismic events found to have occurred during the
present century. The principle emphasis of this presentation
is on the engineering effects of earthquakes in Iran rather than
on the purely seismological aspects of the events.

The much needed assessment of earthquake risk in Iran
cannot be achieved by relying solely on the local or world-wide
seismograph data available. The five first class seismic sta~
tions at present in existence in Iran are inadequate to locate with
accuracy small to moderate local earthquakes which can be equa-
lly as damaging as larger shocks. The identification and assess-
ment of macroseismic effects, therefore both contribute to the
information available and is invaluable in combination with the
instrumental data in reducing bias in the determination of focal
parameters particularly of focal depth for earlier events. A re- °
location programme based on a joint epicentér determination
technique and using macroseismic data is already well advanced.
The purpose of tﬁis catalogue is thus to present in an orderly
fashion both instrumental data and the related macroseismic in-
formation which material in combination with field evidence per-

mits a re examination of focal estimates delineation of seismic



zones establishment of rzcurrence relations and the assessment
of seismic risk for engineering purposes.

Entries in this catalogue have been arranged to read
as follows:
The date and origin time of the event is given in hours minutes
and seconds(GMT). When no seconds or minutes are shown the
time refers to macroseismic information and the time at which
the shock was felt locally{GMT). The focal location of the event
estimated from instrumental results. i.e. the igeographical co--
ordinates of the epicenter and focal depth in k;lometres. is shown
and the agency reporting ‘this location is given; first in the refe-
rence column. wv..er agencies reporting different focal estima -
tes are also shown. In all cases magnitude Vailues are the ave-
rage of those reported by different stations . ;In the case of K
TKSE magnitudes determined by the Soviet networks (TSK and
NEP) these are given in brackets. |
The radius of perceptibility r, in kilometers apd the maximum
intensity Io (MM). when known are also given. Asterisked
entries indicate minimun values.
In a catalogue like this, composed from press.}reports and from
microseismic data estimated using different rx;ethods and instru-

P

ments, many errors will doubtless be found. ;Also, with the
great number of p}iace names although we hav‘eg followed the offi-
cial Village Gazetteer of Iran mistakes are unévoidable. We
would be most grateful, therefore, for any co;rections or notices
of omissions that could help to eventually produce an.earthquake

catalogue of Iran for this century that is as accurate and relia-

ble as possible.
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